INTRODUCTION
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'70s clinical legal education was introduced into the majority of American law schools.
9
Today, more than 100 law schools in the United States have clinical programs which are permanently included in law school budgets, as do some in Canada, the UK, Australia, Latin America, Europe, China, Israel, etc.
10
Although legal education has undergone rapid change since late 1960s, law schools are still in the midst of adjusting clinical curriculum to meet the demands of employers who increasingly want to hire students who are ready to practice law.
11 Therefore, clinical legal education is becoming popular within law schools, as it establishes an opportunity for the students to gain important practical experience whilst providing a valuable legal aid service to the local community. 12
They have become the primary places where law students can learn to be competent, ethical and socially responsible lawyers. 13 Though in modern welfare state the primary obligation to provide legal aid services to the poor resides with the government and with the legal profession, 14 law schools can also contribute On the basic level, law clinics become like law firms, where students can engage in supervised law practice by providing legal services to clients in the legal aid system and at the same time develop a critical view of that system.
16
On the other hand, tasks that students perform in law clinics can be distinguished from the work they perform in law firms while attending law school. greatly depending on the type of clinical program and course.
24
The variations in costs may stem from different factors such as status of the faculty teaching the courses, student-to-faculty ratios, the number of credit hours awarded, law clinic facilities, including a research library, interview rooms, conference rooms and offices equipped with state-of-the-art technology.
25
In comparing the costs, it is often difficult to understand the true financial costs of clinical courses versus other practical law school courses.
26
Therefore, law schools must decide how much experiential education they want to offer and what they need to trade off to accomplish that goal.
27
Beside the educational goal, law clinics also have the task to meet the needs of low-income clients and their communities whom depend on legal aid services which students provide. This is to help ensure their access to crucial legal rights and procedures that protect the basic necessities of life, such as social assistance, housing, health, education and human rights.
Therefore, sustainability of clinical legal education is not only crucial for the academic community but also for local communities. We should not forget its significance for local law firms that could benefit of this type of legal education 24 Ibid. knowledge on the techniques of taking on and processing legal cases.
36
After finishing introductory seminars students take their daily duties in the central office where they work in groups in order to provide general legal information, legal advice and prepare written legal opinions (primary legal aid) 37 to citizens who have applied for clinical legal aid.
38
Students are not allowed to directly represent clients in the court, but they may attend the hearings and, within the work of law clinics, they may assist persons authorised to represent clients in the court.
39
Students provide primary legal aid to socially vulnerable citizens, but they are also authorised to provide legal aid in various kinds of legal cases, 40 which are of great importance for gaining practical knowledge. 41 Although students are obliged to work in the group, they also may undertake individual
In our central office, students have at least one meeting per week of working groups, where they discuss the results of their clinical work and any problems they are facing during their clinical practice.
43
At least twice in a semester students and clinical leadership hold plenary meetings with the aim of discussing organisational and strategic issues of clinical work, such as enrolment of new students, new projects of cooperation with NGOs and other regional law clinics and planning the schedule for providing legal aid in mobile clinics (outreach projects).
44
Beside the work in the central office, students are obliged to work in a mobile clinic, where they provide legal aid in areas of Croatia where legal aid is most needed.
45
As the Law Clinic functions to provide assistance to members of especially vulnerable social groups and individuals who are not capable of exercising and protecting their legal rights, it aims to contribute to the overall system of legal aid. It is thus registered as one of the providers of legal advice and assistance at practical resolution of legal cases in the form of providing legal aid, represents a significant contribution not only to legal education, but also to the community.
As a result, the Law Clinic became one of the major providers of legal aid in
Croatia. During 2015 and in the first half of 2016 the Law Clinic has received more than 3,720 cases. 
Organisational structure
The Law Clinic is governed and its work coordinated by the Clinical Leader, who is a law professor and member of Zagreb Law School. 48 The administrative affairs of the Law Clinic are carried out by Assistant Leaders with the help of Student Administrators.
49
All the important decisions on the provision of legal assistance in specific cases are brought independently by students
50
. 50 One of the students is a reporter in charge of the case and the Group is the one deciding on the final opinion. Of course, legal opinions are subject to supervision, but supervisor tend to reach a mutual decision instead of simply correcting and amending the students' opinions.
that require the engagement of additional resources or work, are decided at joint meetings by students, in agreement with the Clinical Leader, his Deputies and Assistants, Academic Mentors.
51
The Law Clinic has clinical groups that serve as working groups.
52
They are independently formed in accordance with characteristics of specific cases and areas to which they pertain.
53
In the beginning the Law Clinic was operating through three working groups: civil and family law group -in which the cases concerning the property and status were handled; administrative and labour law group -in which the cases concerning labour and social issues were handled; and criminal law group -in which the cases concerning criminal implications in the broader sense (criminal, misdemeanour, disciplinary and similar cases) were handled. 54 However, since this classification of the working groups was too general and less client oriented, 55 at the end of academic year 2010/2011 a new 51 Meetings of clinicians are held monthly in the form of the Small Council. The Clinical Leader, his Deputies, Assistants, Academic Mentors, Administrators and students which represent clinical groups discuss important questions of clinical organisation, collaboration with civil society organisations, government agencies, legal practices, as well as presenting and analysing the performance achievements of students in providing of legal aid. Also at the meetings current difficulties in the work with which students and their mentors meet are discussed, with the aim of proposing concrete suggestions for their successful resolution. For more information, please see Art. 14. of the Statute 2014.
52 Art. 13. of the Statute 2014. 53 Ibid.
54 Uzelac 2010, p. 4. 55 The clients started to address the Law Clinic with specific issues which needed interdisciplinary approach. E.g. cases dealing with the issue of medical negligence needs to be classification of working groups was made. Thus, the Law Clinic now operates in eight working groups: for asylum seekers and foreigners, anti-discrimination and rights of minorities; for the rights of children and family support; for protection and assistance of crime victims; for protection of workers' rights; for protection of patients' rights; for public relations and for special cases and projects. This number needs intense engagement of the mentors and supervisors.
Currently, the Law Clinic has about 20 academic mentors (selected among the teaching staff and attorneys who are assisting in training of the students), 10 student-mentors (selected among the best clinical students of the past generation).
57
With the exception of people who are exclusively engaged in administration and strategic planning (Clinic Leader, Assistant Leaders and student administrators), all other collaborators (students and their mentors) are assessed from a standpoint of criminal law (medical malpractice), civil law (negligence claim/insurance) and administrative law (special administrative procedures for patients). So the Law Clinic decided to focus on the client's case in whole and not just one aspect of their rights.
56 See Art. 13. of the Statute 2014. 57 The principle of autonomy is one of the cornerstones of the work in the Law Clinic, Not only are the students autonomous in regard to the solving of the cases (subject to supervision), but they also choose their own leaders (student-mentors). They are the ones we feel know their teams the best and who can truly evaluate their colleagues.
Practice Report: Clinic, the University and Society directly involved in provision of legal information and advice in concrete legal aid cases.
Mentoring
The Law Clinic has Academic Mentors, chosen among the professors and faculty associates, depending on their interest and knowledge in specific matters of significance for the Law Clinic.
58
Academic Mentors monitor the work of their clinical groups, they advise students regarding the direction of their research in solving the legal cases and discuss various legal issues that are needed for the successful providing of legal aid. 59 Although Mentors are involved in the student's work, they are not allowed to solve the cases instead of the students, nor are they allowed to impose on students their legal opinions. 60 In addition to Academic Mentors, the students are also mentored by 'senior' students who, after finishing one semester of active work in the Law Clinic, continue to volunteer within it. 61
External mentors, selected on a voluntary basis among interested members of the legal profession (lawyers, lawyers in NGOs and other legal professionals), 58 Art. 12. para 1. of the Statute 2014. 59 Ibid.
60 Ibid.
61 Ibid. also participate in activities of the Law Clinic.
62
They help students with the practical training, mainly by participating in the reception and analysis of specific cases (receiving instructions from the client, identifying the main issues and advocacy strategies, etc.).
63
So far, the Law Clinic has successfully cooperated with several attorneys specialising in various aspects of the law, lawyers working in NGOs and bodies of state administration.
Funding
The standing financial source for the work of the Law Clinic is the Law School. the Law Clinic.
In the international project period (2011-2014), the Law Clinic was able to develop extensive activities in providing legal advice for marginalised groups and the less affluent parts of the Croatian population and to properly deliver practical experience to students. 
SUSTAINABILITY OF CLINICAL LEGAL EDUCATION

Global challenges in funding of clinical legal education
Resources are "a critical issue of the establishment and sustainability of clinics"
and, more importantly, they "affect the size of program that can be 67 Ibid.
68 See ft. 47. This could not have been done without pro bono engagement of the Law School staff (young researchers, assistant professors and professors) and legal practitioners (mainly lawyers) who have supported the Law Clinic from the very beginning.
It is of no surprise that the question of financing clinical legal education often arises in scholarly debates. However, one thing needs to be emphasized before discussing the different funding models. Financial challenges will differ depending on the source of faculty funds, so not all debates are applicable to every clinical model. For example, there is research analysing the influence of clinical legal education on the tuition of law schools.
70
This is certainly a very important question for privately funded law schools, however not of major importance for publicly funded law schools, such as the ones in
Croatia.
71
This needs to be taken into account when reading the about different economic models of law clinics.
69 Giddins, J., Promoting Justice Through Clinical Legal Education, Melbourne, Justice Press, 2013, p. 145. Available at: www.justice-press.com/e-books/giddings/promotingjustice/projet/Promoting-Justice-Through-Clinical-Legal-Education---Jeff-Giddings.pdf (17/08/2016). 70 The answer is negative. Research shows that 84% of law schools already have the capacity to provide the students with clinical legal training, so there is no need for them to increase the amount of tuition. Kuehn 2014, p. 39. 71 The tuition students pay is dependent on the ECTS credits. Each university is autonomous in regard to the rates of each ECTS point, however rates are determined in accordance with the recommendations of the Ministry of Science, Education and Sport. This means that faculty's decision to include law clinic in the program could hardly influence the rates determined by However, if not planned carefully, they will not give the same effects as in-house clinical programs.
79
It is thus prudent to try to minimise the costs elsewhere, without risking the quality of law school education, e.g. by electrification of library collections or eliminating under-enrolled courses. 
Financial challenges of the Law Clinic
The Law Clinic is today extremely well received by students, who regularly apply for work in the Law Clinic in numbers bigger than that of available places.
It also enjoys a high reputation among numerous legal aid clients in Zagreb and in other areas which have been reached by project activities so far. Unfortunately, 77 The need for finding the appropriate funding alternatives is the strongest in developing countries. Maisel, P., Expanding and Sustaining Clinical Legal Education in Developing Countries: What We Can Learn From South Africa, Fordham International Law Journal, Vol. 30, Issue 2, pp. 388-398. 78 Joy 2012, pp. 321. 79 Although practitioners are well qualified to teach the students the necessary skills, academic mentoring and close supervision are required to achieve optimal education goals. Ibid., pp. 322-323. 80 Ibid., pp. 329-330. The most important challenge is the dysfunctional financing of the legal aid system, which essentially lacks relevant willingness to commit appropriate state funds for legal aid and advice. willingness to commit appropriate funds that would improve quality of access to justice and improve practical education for law students. The maximum budget that may be granted to the Law Clinic in 2016 according to the public tender (app. 10,000 €) will be sufficient to finance less than 30% of its real needs. The approximate costs of running the Law Clinic 82 are shown in Table 2 shows a rough estimate of the funds the Law Clinic needs at yearly basis. This approximation does not include in-kind contributions which some of the partners give. E.g. it is impossible to estimate the value of in-kind contribution of lawyers engaging in supervision of legal opinions.
Practice Report: Clinic, the University and Society
If the Law Clinic wishes to maintain its goal, to enable as many citizens to access to justice as possible, then it cannot limit its work to the activities which can be funded by the government. Namely, when the Law Clinic started its work, it was located in a very modest office, with very limited space both for students and for clients. If one compares the years 2011 and 2015 of the Law Clinic, discussed under title 4.4. Funding, one can notice that the number of students and clients has increased more than five times.
It is only natural that the costs of the project rose along with the new responsibilities. It is thus of the utmost importance to locate the funds elsewhere, since the necessary public funds are not available.
At the beginning, the international grants were a chance to receive at least part of the very much needed funds that covered the activities that could not be sponsored by the framework organisation, the Law School. With the help of those grants, the Law Clinic provided practical legal education to students and advice and assistance to people outside of Zagreb, who are most socially vulnerable. It seems that the Law Clinic, with the support of the Law School and international grants, has reached the point where its prospects were good, but the continuation of work on financial sustainability is needed to secure clinical activities.
Therefore, projects with state and local community are important to secure some external funding for the essential legal aid activities of the Law Clinic. Without those funds, the Law Clinic will hardly be able to keep up with the expectations of the clients which also means that less students will be given the opportunity to engage in its work.
CONCLUSION
A central goal of clinical legal education is to provide professional education in the interests of justice and it poses new challenges regarding the improvement of student education.
83
Apart from its significant role in legal education, the existence of law clinics is also very important in terms of enhancing the legal aid system, by broadening the cycle of legal aid providers to which underprivileged citizens can turn when they are in need of legal aid. Moreover, clinical legal education has a positive impact on the strengthening of public policies, of exercising constitutional principles of equality before the law, the right of access to justice and a fair trial within a reasonable period.
84
These important goals, which clinical legal education aims to achieve, are closely linked and should be 83 Wizner 2002, p. 1935. 84 Preložnjak 2013, p. 380. By informing the clients about their rights, law clinics can correct the imbalance between the parties of different socio-economic background. They can advise the clients when to initiate the court proceedings, as well as advise them on certain procedural issues within the proceedings, if they have already been initiated.
constantly improved by powering the law school's curriculum. Therefore, to maintain the positive development of clinical legal education, law schools have to retain strong financial resources for work of law clinics and to develop the cost model for Deans and curriculum committees as they think about how to manage and expand their schools' experiential offerings.
85
That is the only way to keep track with the development of modern clinical legal education, which aims to support students interested in gaining theoretical and practical experience through provision of legal aid, in the interest of the public benefit.
86
As a final remark we have to stress that the combinations of financial investments of state, local community and law schools are crucial for financial sustainability of clinical programs. To achieve that goal the Law Clinic has to periodically raise awareness among the whole community, highlighting the importance of financial support of clinical legal education and its impact, not only on education of future lawyers but, also on legal aid system which is, and should be, the first line of defence in providing equal access to justice for all. 87 85 Katz 2015, p. 29. 86 Ibid. 
